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A Foundation With Food
With St. Louis’s famous Arch as an apropos backdrop, the 2011 Food Packaging Technologies Summit focused on closing 

the loop between creating packaging and curving it back into a reusable material. The inaugural Packaging Strategies’ 

conference, held April 5-7, 2011, in downtown St. Louis, featured a litany of presenters making sound but 

thought-challenging points. Among those was the idea that food packaging must be reused instead of landfi lled; food safety 

will be a preeminent concern; and food waste will bubble to the surface as an issue more important than pure package 

sustainability. Speakers included prominent brand owners such as Frito-Lay and Coca-Cola, environmental leaders such 

as TerraCycle and key converters that included Crown Holdings, Verallia, and Amcor.

“Garbage is literally a manmade invention and a 
recent manmade invention. Can’t everything be 

made from waste?”

Albe Zakes
TerraCycle

Charles Brignac
Graphic Packaging Intl.

Dailey Tipton
FirstCarbon Solutions

Ben Punchard
Euromonitor Intl.

Andy Sweetman
Innovia Films

Lynn Dornblaser
Mintel Intl.

“Asia-Pacifi c is a powerhouse for growth in food 
packaging. While the market is much smaller, Asia-Pacifi c 
typically outperforms the globe, and consumers have 
more money to spend.”

“How can we leverage new technology and build equity 
value with consumers? About 300 million phones can do 

the messaging and talk to consumers in real time.”

“The idea of the landfi ll is to minimize biodegradable 
materials and not have it break down. We need to get 
away from landfi ll materials, because they can create 
a bigger problem.”

“The use of less packaging is more about convenience and 
economical solutions. The environment takes a secondary 
role when consumers don’t want unnecessary components 
in their packaging.”

“The concern isn’t going to be buying new packaging 
but understanding the carbon data that comes from it. 

Internal and external data needed by corporations is 
overriding the corporate brand.”



Upcycling: A New Solution for Non-Recyclable Food Packaging
Albe Zakes, Vice President of Media Relations, TerraCycle

Consumer Sustainability: New Platforms for Food Packaging Innovation
Linda Gilbert, CEO, EcoFocus Worldwide

The Changing Landscape for Food Packaging
Ben Punchard, Head of Packaging Research, Euromonitor Intl.

The New Standard for Food Safety and Packaging
Vernita Lockhart, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Coca-Cola Co.

Disruptive Technology for Microwave Packaging: The Next Frontier
Kevin Petersen, Chairman/President, Food Chain Safety
Shane Shepherd, Director of Technical Services, AmeriQual Foods

The Relaunch of the Groundbreaking SunChips Bag
Rob Cotton, Manager, Packaging Materials & Quality Team, Frito-Lay North America

Rigid Plastics in Food Packaging: Economics of Sustainability and Thermal 
Performance
Laurel Spencer, Director, Food Business & Marketing, Amcor Rigid Plastics

Renewable and Compostable Films for Food Packaging: Overcoming the 
Technical and Commercial Barriers
Andy Sweetman, Business Development and Sustainability Manager, Innovia Films

Under Pressure: Addressing Demands To Disclose and Reduce Carbon  
Emissions in the Supply Chain
Dailey Tipton, Global Leader, Sales and Marketing, FirstCarbon Solutions

The Problem of Food Waste: The Need For A New Focus
Paul Butler, Food Waste & Packaging Consultant, Packaging  Materials & Technologies

Selling Brand Value Using Interactive Packaging
Charles Brignac, Business Development Manager, Winning at Retail, 
Graphic Packaging Intl.

Breakthrough Resin Technology for High-Performance Flexible Food Packaging
Greg Bunker, Marketing  Manager, Flexible Food and Specialty Packaging, 
Dow Chemical Co.
Jeff Wooster, Senior Value Chain Manager, Dow Chemical Co.

Glass: Transparent Sustainability
Phil McPherson, Senior Vice President and General Manager of Food, Beverages 
and Spirits Sector, Verallia

What Infl uences Packaging Beyond Technology?
Lynn Dornblaser, Director of Innovation and Insight, Mintel Intl.

The Future of Food Packaging Technology: What is Coming Next?
Scott Whiteside, Associate Professor, Clemson University

New Standards in Food Safety and Hazard Control and The Impact on 
Packaging
Larry Dworkin, Director, Government Relations, Packaging Association

The Impact of Ink on Food Packaging
Michael Impastato, Vice President, Strategic Marketing, The Flint Group – 
Global Packaging and Narrow Web Inks

Tailoring the Package: The Consumer Trend Toward Personalization And How 
Food Packaging Can Get in the Game
Dan Abramowicz, Executive Vice President, Technology and Regulatory Affairs, 
Crown Holdings

Optimizing Package Design and Product Shelf Life Via a New Generation 
of Optical Technology
Joel Fischer, Chief Scientist and Laboratory Manager, MOCON

Vacuum Packaging Fresh Meat With Nitrite-Containing Films
Dan Siegel, Product and Process Engineer, Curwood Division of Bemis

Principles and Best Practices in Label and Food Packaging Design Employing 
Eye Tracking Technology
Barbara Barclay, General Manager, Tobii North America
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